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GL R2y UG GKAY] G KKacke It ime Bush lefofice ih 208, ih&aNderénory Baand reduce violence. As part dfat deal, Trump also X
i2 GFr18 ! TAKEYA&GI ys 3¢080geops in country.  F3INBSR GKFG GKS | @{® s2df R GNB
- Hamid Karzai U.S. military presence reached its he_lgllhe_ use of force against the tgrrltorlal_ |ntegr|ty or
Much of the world watched with disbeliefunder President Obama, with almosb@ 000 troops in poIJtlcaI |r1depengenqe of'Afghanlstan or intervening in L
. ﬂghanistan by August 2010. However, itwasin Pakistad & R2YSAaUAO I TFFANAR®PE . & UKS |
as the Taliban took control of K"’,lbw on _AUQUSt 15, 20( ot Afghanistarg where Osama Bin Laden was founidouse, U.S. tops had reduced to 2,500.
a mere foqr months after PreS|d_ent Biden announced ultimately killed in May 2011. Obama began
the U.S. withdrawal from Afghanistan. However, whginging troops home, and by the _end of hia Difficult Choice For BidenAnd The Fall of Kabul
BASESR AY O2yUSEU 27F UK Qanfinhtratbd, thére wRrE just NdeMNBio®tobhd left INB & Sy OS It is within this historical
in Afghanistan, the events that have unfolded in receff Afghanistan. There was also an acknowledgemenframework that President Biden announced on April 14,
days have seemed almost inevitable. Washington that the U.S. would not be able to achie2€21 that, starting May 1, 202the United States would
all its objectives of building a Westestyle democracy withdraw all remaining troops from fghanistan.
It is certainly true that President Biden wai Afghanistan, and the administration had adopted afowever, as the U.S. began to withdraw, the Taliban
forced to make a difficult choice when he| mobilized and began attacking vulnerable
announced on April 14, 2021 that it was time® provinces and making territorial gains. In July,
i2 SYyR 4! YSNA®DE QB2 4 ¢% the U.S. conducted airstrikes to support
even if one could argue that the decision tg Afghan forces but the Taliban continued to
leave was correct, there is no question that advance. Betweenugust 6 and 14, the Taliban
the U.S. withdrawal has left chaos and rapidly began taking multiple provincial
tragedy in its wake, an unfolding and all but capitals, and as Kandahar and Herat fell, the
certain human rights crisis for Afghan wome fall of Kabul began to seem like a foregone
and girls, and, an ongmj national security conclusion. On August 15, 2021, Taliban forces
concern for the United States. entered Kabul and President Ghani fled the
country.
Brief Timelineof A Long War In an address on August 16,
' YSNAROF Q& f2y3 AY : President  Biden acknowledged that
with the invasion of Afghanistan following. =~ . Y U 2 I FIKFyAradlryQa O2tftlLAS &R
the September 11, 2001 terror attacks. Then 6! FIAKE Y 32 pélicy Hyusedzpriraril ljdzaO1te GKIy ¢S KFER FydAaOAL

President Bush had issued an ultimatum to the Talib&geping the Taliban in check.
RSYFYRAY3 GKIG GKS ¢HEtAol Yy
they will share in their f&8 ®¢ 2 KSy iKS
his call, he made good on his promise, and by Novemgervernment. It was this deal that ultimately led to the

)& he o the difficult choice he had to make following the deal he
& Kin ¥eBruady@&2b I TrirfpSnade 2 NddBmikhtitedifrom tBe\stior administration:
Ay @2t 3SY

3 Y$S Xu 27
dThechoice | had to make as your president

P FAKEYAAGE Yy QA

2001 had moved over 1,300 troops into the country. By £ € 2 F YI 6dzZ | y R Oeriment. 1YESSeitherso follgwthrqugh,on that gggeemeny orgge
mid-2003, the U.S. announced that major combat was a part of the deal, Trump agreed to release0p Prepared to go back to fighting thealiban in the middle
over, and focused its efforts on reconstruction arighprisoned Taliban fighters and stated that the Unite®f the Spring fighting season. There would have been no
nation buildirg. However, with the U.S. focused on thgtates would withdraw its troops by May 2021, ffasefire after May 1. There wasio agreement
war in Irag, the Taliban began another resurgence. &thange, the Taliban would sever ties with the al Qadijgtecting our forcesfter May 1.X (continuedon P3)
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Editorially speaking

Dear readers,

Journey continues! Even though there has been several delay:

bringing this issue out, | am pleased to release this bumper iss
with many interesting features. As in the previous issues, in th
issue too we are intragcing some talented writers.

Even though the Cowtl9 situation has been improving in many
parts of the world, thanks to the vaccines, it is still posing a m

threat to mankind as its lonterm effects are still not fully
appreciated. While western cotnies have vaccinated a large
proportion of their population, poorer countries and less
developed countries are still lagging in vaccinating their citize

This imbalance could cause many short term and long term
implications, as more and more new variarre being identified

among the unvaccinated populations. This is an unfortunate
situation, but we hope the richer countries would do more to

vaccinate all the people in the world before it will be too late.

Confluence is now in its 19th years of congdupublication and
despite many hurdles we a®ntinuingour journey. Despite my
previous editorial reminders, we continue to experience an

imbalance in the type of writings we receive. We would like to
encourage our writers to come up with new ideas awrite

more and more creatively. We are receiving a disproportionat
number of book reviews, which is causing particular concern f
us as we can only publish a limited number of reviews per issu

| would again like to ask our readers and writers to ¢esr
feedback about the contents of this issue. Particularly if you ha

enjoyed reading any of the writings in th$sue please leave
some comments on our fabeok group and encourage our
writers.

Thank you. Vijay Anand

CONFLUENCE SOUTH ASIAN PERSPECTIVES

ISSN: 26334704
23 Cray Avenue, Orpington BR5 4AA
United Kingdom

Telephone: 01689 836 394 / 07801 569 640

MANAGING EDITOR
Dr. Vijay Anand PhD, MRSC

SUB-EDITOR
Malathy Sitaram

FOUNDER EDITOR
Late Joe Nathan

Editorial:
confluenceuk@yahoo.com

Design: Confluence Publishing Ltd
The views expressed by interviewees or contributorshaie own and do

not necessarily reflect Confluence editorial policy. No part of t

publication or part of the contents thereof may be reproduced, store
retrieval system or transmitted in any form without the express permi
of the publisher invriting.

© Copyright, Confluence Publishing 2021

Title Author
1 [ ' YSNROI Q& irf { Kavita Mohan
Afghanistan
2 Editorially speaking Vijay Anand
3 SouthAfrican Newsletter Devi Rajab
4 Emperor of the past Cyril Dabydeen
fiction
2 Kl 1 Qa ¢ NIKsgli§ Gwendolyn S.
5 Women? Bethea
Poem- Mukti Anjana Sen
6 Porous Border Anjana Sen
7 Review¢ Wooden cow Mini Nanda
8 Tribute to Radha Pant Kusum Joshi
9 Pandemic and Indian Sunayana
Cinema Panda
10 Poetic lens Yogesh Patel
11 Anthony Gartmond Anita Nahal
12 | Review Partition of Indian| Malashri Lal
women
13 Athenian democracy Innamburan
14 Raja Rammohan Roy Prosenijit
Dasgupta
15 Remembering Jamila Rehana Hyder
Verghese
16 Story- Cherian Subhash
Chandra
17 | Review-, 2 3Sa K 1 Bashabi Fraser
The Rapids
18 Visible/invisible Sunil Sharma
19 | Review- Ydzy ¢ | NJ b Shanta
poems Archarya
20 Bookpage Reginald
massey
21 Never apart For my Meenakshi
mother Mohan
He Called Out My Name | Cyril Dabydeen
22 poems
Review-{ ¢ | G A t Ruma Sen
absentia
23 | Review- Poetics of locality] Basudhara Roy|
24 Two book reviews Anjana Basu



mailto:confluenceuk@yahoo.com

CONFLUENCE

E

(From P1)There was no status quo of stability witho
American casualties after May 1. There was only
cold reality of either following through on th
agreement to withdraw our forces or escalafirthe
conflict and sending thousands more American tro
back into combat in Afghanistan, and lurching into t
third decade of conflicf.

Nonetheless, President Biden stood by
decision, stating that he would nét NB LIS | G
6SQ0S Yl R&t The migiakeSof staying ar|
fighting indefinitely in a conflict that is not in th
national interest of the United States, of doubling do
on a civil war in a foreign country, of attempting
remake a country through the endless militg
deployment2 ¥ | ®{ ® F2NDSadé

Chaos, An Uncertain Future, And Terror Attack

In his August 14 speech, Bid
assigned much of the blame to the political leaders|
Afghanistan, for failing to unite, fight, or find a politic
settlement. Certainly many have arguedaththe U.S.
staying in Afghanistan indefinitely was not desirab
and an effort in futility given the political and milital
dynamics that existed on the ground.

However, the events of recent days
scenes of chaos at the airport, reports of U.S. persor
stranded and not being guaranteed safe passg
images of desperate Afghans seeking escape, and
recently a terrorist attack at the airport in Kabgl
suggest that the execution should have been hand
better and evacuations of U.S. personnel atiies, as
well as vulnerable Afghans, should have started soo
In his August 16 address, President Biden said pal
the reason for their delay in conducting evacuatio
gla ao6S8S0FdasS GKS ! F3IK
supporters discouraged us from organgi a mass
SE2Rdza (2 I @2AR GNAIISN
O2yFARSYOS®Qé¢ | yREs theysay)
is always 20/20. As of the writing of this article, 122,3
people have been evacuated since the end of July,
over 116,700 of thos evacuations occurring aftef
August 14.

' YSNROF Q& 4 AGKRNI 4
reinstatement will have especially tragic consequen
for Afghan women and girls. While Taliban officials h
d0FGSR GKFG 62YSy gAft
withShalhA | € +Fa ¢FtAoky €SIR
on August 25), history would suggest differently. T
horrors faced by women under Taliban rule are w
known, and despite the rhetoric from Taliban officig
that they have become more moderate, reports the
ground suggest that the reality is much different.

The events of recent days have al
RSY2yaidNI GSR GKIFG ! YSNR
its conflicts in Afghanistan. On August 26, 2021
terrorist attack carried out by ISK at Kabul airport
killed nearly 200 people, including 13 U.S. troo
President Biden vowed retaliation, and subseque
authorized an airstrike against 1S On August 30
even as the Pentagon announced that it had comple|
the withdrawal of U.S. forces from Afghanistagports
emerged that several rockets were fired at the airpo

Whether Biden made the right decision
something that only time will tell, but history has shoy
that when it comes to Afghanistal
every solution is an imperfect one

*Kavita Mohan is an attorney|
based out of Washington D.C. Th
views expressed in this article ar
her own.

Hope and Despair

As | pen this column my mind wanders through a miné of contradictory thoughts arising from experience|
that | have had throughout the week. South Africa is a living laboratory of human relationships from the su|
to the bizarre. At one moment onkas hope at another one is in a state of despair. The recent attempt
unseat the present government by anarchic forces-helt on destroying property and causing havoc to citize
has had the reverse effect of bringing loyal South Africans bliali together But red herrings were tossed tq
divert attention from the real issues by inciting racial tensions of long standing.

ae mnp eSENJ2fR Y2GKSNI 02Ny Ay {2dziK ! FNAOF KS$
asks? Ohlsayi Q& + YIy OFttSR altSYl 6K2 A& GKS SRS
4KS | a14aK b2 @OSNE RATTFSNByYy:d L atee L RAR yzi

Yet as her immediate memory wanes somemories of the past still manage to come to the fore. If | prob
she would have remembered the 1949 riots when she had gone shopping and her entire family was
anxiously for her to return before the angry crowds descended on Lorne Street. [Eyefétily lived in Crystal
Court in a block of flats which they owned. As a toddler | vaguely recall a white manager of¢hesicefactory
owned by her family standing in front of the building and claiming it as his own. Like frightened mice wre §
up to the roof garden of Crystal Court. It was fearful times then. Stigmatising whole communities are|
attempts to mobilise people into false perceptions of who their real exploiters are. And invariably it is the|
politicians who claimtowarit 2 & S (G KSY® alygd 2F dza gAftt NBOI
Coloureds in the Cape. Instead Eusebius Mckaizer strongly argues for racial authenticity when he says:
/ 2f2dz2NBR YIES FyR L R2 V2 ({dheuggsius td Bcusoh amdcizh. HEmakek &
powerful point to young South African minorities who may show tendencies for being apologetic about
racial identities as noblacks.

Leaders like Malema should understand that racial scapegoating inbrity groups can have serioug
consequences for intergroup relations and national stability. Hostilities usually arise from competition

40 NODS NB&a2dz2NDS& yR FNBY (KS LISNODSLIiAz2Yy GKIFG 2
420A2t23A0Hf NBlaz2ya Ylée 0S8 G2 SELXIAYy GKA& &2\
N} ydAy3aQa NB aOFyRIf2dzAa yR KAIKEE& ANNBALRYA&AA

attributed to a minority group who & not in political or economic control and many of whom are themsely
below the poverty datum line. Neither can the successful amongst them be blamed for their resourcefuln
business, education and politics. Despite the closeness of their leaderfoutjot alongside each other, young
Indians and Africans at grassroots level today know little about this part of their history.

However history teaches us, all too clearly, that scapegoats are the product of perceptions rather than fac
Nazis blame the Jews for all the excesses of German society at a time when they knew full well that the cq
was in an economic recession and they needed a scapegoat.

{2 tSiQa y20G ¥SStf SYOoINNI&aaSR 2NJ | Lk 23 &bre Geeds fof
come to terms with rather than hide in a closet of denial. In this respect both the victim and the persecutor

G2 NBTESOGU AydiNRaLISOGABSte 2y SIOK 2iKSNRa 02y
South Afrians want to destroy their own country? Why would they want to vandalise schools and jeopa
GKSANI OKAf RNBYy Qa FdzidaNBK® 2 Keé g2dzZ R GKSe gl yd

GCKS 1AYR 2F RI Yl 388 20d ty22/ Afl 2y NINISK IR2SS &l S HGioKA A
a¢KSe &lex 21Fe L FIAQGS &2dz 82dz2NJ AYRSLISYRSyOS o
years, over centuries. So it is a question of beginning to reinvent youhselzays your ancestors must hav

R2yS GK2dalyRE 2F 88FNHE 32 0SOFdAaS GKS& fSF Ny
GSNE t2y3 (GAYSéO®
Professor Pumla Goboe RA1 AT St K2 KIF& LldzofAaKSR S8iG8§a

human rights violation and on forgiveness and remorse maintains that trauma can occur over many gener
2S5 Oly OFNNE AG Ay 2dzNJ 5b! & (N} ya3aISySNIGA2ylL f
through the language of &. In other words, through creativity in art, architecture, music and such forms
positive expression. Most certainly in building and not in destruction!

Now more than ever before, we need each other. South Africa is a country rich in human poteultiaially it
is endowed with diversity and when viewed in this light, the language, religion and customs of its peopleg
surely be acknowledged and celebratéetom the Coloured labourer in the Cape to the Indian cane cuttel
Natal, the white farmeiin the Northern districts to the emergent black ruling classes, the composite pic
ought to be framed by feelings of national unity. However with intermittent racial and ethnic tensions it wi
appear that the rainbow nation has lost its shdived tue. Sadly, Malemas utterances are a tindermolighted
match to a dry forest. In our infancy of nation building we do not need the likes of a racist high status role
to incite conflict and mislead the masses by tossing red herrings in their P&that is needed at this time is|
responsible attention to building harmonious race relations among all South Africans. The road is open to §
aNJ alfSYlIX®d ! LI NIKSAR Aa y2 Y2NB FyR ¢S KI &S o
AsKS f1FGS al NIAy [dziKSNI 61 NYySR 42S Ydzad tA@S (2
Dr Devi Rajab is an awandinning journalist and theauthor of several books. Now she is the Chairperson
Democracy Development Program. Sheaiso the former Dean of Student Development at UKZN.
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EMPEROR OF THE PAST

by Cyril Dabydeen

Won Ling washes himself with vigour, pulling the clotfihe other bathers laugh slyly. Won Lingdhs back, came to China to the fabled, Middle Kingdom. Imperial

tightly on his head, then down his shoulders and to higes. China with mandarins famous for their intricate letter
thighs in a perfect rihm. Unplanned, unrehearsed. writing scripts, and the tapestry of paper drawings with
The others in the showers look at him with curiosity or Words, rhythnt a mixture of English and exquisite shapes, contours. Eunuchs making art with
AYGNRIdZS® 22y [Ay3Qa AyR&NENSNDEMandarp. SGSNE2y S5 6 Sdelcae fingers fiskieer symmetry. dlperfect mind
own time and place. aimed for with harmony. Won Ling casts another

. . Broken phras.es, mtonatlorsurely his sideways glance at me.
Uninhibitedly he keeps being at it forinflection. The Yangtze River and the Red River come

almost an hour twisting his smallish body, as theess  closer, and masses of people moving over great long How perfect can it be?
make faces. fields across China; and thoseaving embroidered
parasols, the middle and upper classes, the bamboo And what European was bold enough to

a1l 26 YdzOK f 2y 3SNKE madé parasdisddyhdstighudyoking. Won Ling in rain want to meet the Emperor with designs for a new China
B or sunshine, then in Shanghai and Beij\here else? fashioned after the West?
22y [ A y-a-Defring beblR
| keep travelling with him. Along the Great The bathers look at me askee. Won Ling

Water cascades, in almost perfect motionyall of China next. . gestures officiously. Another parasol twists into a
6126 YdzOKeoof 2y3ISNKE KS SOK2Sa® 1S ONRY1fSa KA &cosaSshape, as a strong wind blows. Unconsciously |
on a round but marked face; his skin is lighbwnish Let Chairmamao stop him from going on ho|d up my own parasol, like an almost exotic tree that
as toffee; a seventyearold he is, ah. another Long March. 3dZRRSyt& o0f22Yad | yOASYyl [/ KAYS:
oA, . A oA o vs s e a . Whose ancestry are we répltalking about? Whither
y Gb,l iz_z € " F;SS‘[ ; )’f [} \SdeJ? ) K‘[A ;/(: S‘gﬁ: YPU élyfRf @ sSsSt Ks India where | might have actually come from?
new venerable Chiangal za U 6 awsSl e i :
Chiang Kek K 81 K ¢ SR 088y sadk kS OPENYRRRE FermErs Iy slong bping Marco

’ . ._Polo. The others yet make faces...at him. Not at me?

then at the Tianamen Square revolt dramatically trying

4, 2dz LYRAIFYKé KS 3ftd B ahugeibig tarfk doming at him! Bent on suicide,

Al aSSYSRo [ S GKS gi@amsROA

And why did he come to Canada? Oufhat would last a lifetime. rﬁrﬁourls‘}fﬁe.
0SAY3 KSNB y263 tA1S 2dz2NJ F2NB2NRIAYSR LI OSd a2 KeKé K§waterfall close to a river. like the
asks, in an almost disdainful manner. The Red River and the Yangtze overflow Fy3di e b2s LQY & N.]’- GSEEAYT I3

their banks.
His English is without need of translation,

see. He pulls the wash cloth harder looking at me. He Won Ling winks an eye at me. The great bi
was in the Kuomintang with Chiang shek, sure. maw of a land mass with clod®y islands. Hong Kong.
Taiwan.Where elseThe Great Wall keeps moving in a

azAftt e2dz 32 ok 01 GUKENE Kiaes hilskMBliRafENdorf dh¥ad.

without mimicry.

awsSi_t f 22t SR |
20

- e ¥ e 2 dzx SKK
23INF LIKSNBR GF1S LWL

Yes, Won Ling braces himself for more with time
inexorably passing. My not being far from the Middle
%ingdom, like my own setireated Xanadu.

| take a deefreath with our being here in
Ottawa, now like the only authentic place left on earth.

The other bathers look at him moreVensmllltude | aim for with narrative easdow far do

His expression is gnomic; his teeth almosguriously. I really want to go?

stained, some broken. won Li ith d of his head
Maybe he came from northern China, if on Ling approves with a nod ot his head.

I imagine him next being ding the time of Hybei Province. Won Ling goes up and down, then %/(\)/gter keveps I_p°“””§* “kAeL\i]W,ate_rff”' Hell turaad Ty
the Qing dynasty. iKS az2ddk Fraraye 1ia arogéhBAr ¥FYREN 2Lk (%% %%Ek_)\g/rﬁ
. . . LIhad® tNAaYaXgluSN FyR € A3IKU
see. Now being faem-face wih Chairman Mao, who

insisted that Won Ling must join the Long March 0rfnore than a ritual cleansing, like his final act. Farewell

workers and peasants. And he would never see h?s?w here in our own sefreated Middle Kingdom in

Ancient China, then the Boxer Rebellion i R X o CanadaNowhere else

. . . family again in the turmoil of watumsocialist
and the Opium Wars in our ken. Won Ling quavers, .
because of what ravaged a whole country whefevolution. Cyril DabrS Sy
Chairman Mao Zedong led millions on the Long March He pulls the wastloth over his face, eyes_work has appeared in over 60
and brought the Communist system to MOstly rUra) y o \whar Confucius vicaridyscompelled him to do. literary mags and anthologies, =&
places. Oh, my own mindvandering way it is. including Poetry (Chicago), - =

Prairie  Schooner (US), Th
4! NB &2dz &d2NBKEé L FGrilic®  Quarterly  (UK),
) Won Linq M{hirs, telling meﬂabotvjt anot?er G dNB b o2dzi sKEGKE Ca.nadian Literature, and Ithe Oxford, Penguir.l énd
LSHakyid NB@g2tiao |1 SQR | Oddrfte 0SSy sAuK GKS Yl adlgimemang Books of Caribbean Verse and Fiction.
challenges me to doubt him. His body is pristine Newcomers or oldimers in one place, ' $Qa ¢r Poeta Aliate of Ottawa (19847).
looking. Cleansing his soul too, ye€onfucius, note with one memory, like a collective unconsciousnedd® has taught Creative Writing at the University of
well. only. Now ask him about the first Europeans who ~ Ottawa for many years. Born in Guyana, S.
America. Contact: cdabydeen@ncf.ca

Why no®

How Indianam 1?




Anita NahaQ® K I G Q& ¢ NIKglivongehdi K dza
Gwendolyn S. Bethea

| am moved to tears that linger just beneaththe surface y a5 SY2ONI O8 A& Ay RSOINYSEGAYAIKSE eRSONRFTZ aKRBSHABARIS
Fa L NBFR !'yAdl bl KIfQa AR®adihén alidmi2i@s? mzyi R a boME dhép whigedhied Beminisfing about her new home, across the
her latest book of poetry covering her life before and | NBt &8 Of 20 KSR 02 Re& & Sy Rdceak, JiMmerigay\iit het sori Indhghahd flougishingd | Ry S &

after immigrating to America from her native India. 6 KA f S (G KS Y y 6uceoRtddel y A 2yt éxpeylencing life in all of its nuances; and

hear and feel the deep palpable longing for freedom as o R understanding all too well that they have left behli

she and her son are driven dispassionately to the GUKSENB Aa a2YSiKAY e ldvdlf samily #nd dudcess ol carbh, Guk the horror

airport by a close relative. The imagery in the poems ighere having food and health care are privileges and ¥ | 6dza Sz dzy GAf FAyLtte &aKS KI 2

tremendous and leaves one in visual treatandawe 2 4y Ay 3 3Jdzya Aa || NAIKUIPOPEy Qi YIIYyAFAOSYyl LYRAFY 6SRRA
appears to cleanse away wistful thoughts of yester year,

With this book of prose poetry, Anita Nahal, an Indian What's wrong with us Kali women? lovers lost, yet remembred with blissfulness, while

L' YSNRAOIY LI2SiGX yR OKAfRN Prose Poems | LJ|erﬁb§aéir&J Yhe oncoming dawn of hope for the present

and sentiment with poignant renderings of life as an Anita Nahal and future.

immigrant, professional woman, mother, and survivor

of domestic abuse. She establishes hdrselidly in the . Ethloert Mier YR AY &GAtf | y2-ifeKSNE &/ 2

poetry world. This is her third book of poetry and = tFreSNBEZE blKFf LINRYy2dzy0Sa |y

reveals her innate, fervent, caring, empathetic and

authentic poetry voice which is a voice that needs to be
read and known. She is perhaps the best unknown poet
| am aware of!

NEFdzZNDAAKSR SIENIKS NBYAYRAY3I d
had ample freb air and the ozone was stronger. Trees
22 6SNB | fdzAKSNI AINBSy®Q

In these and other prose poetry compositions, in this
endearing, thought provoking and heart touching book,
Nahal is a messenger of hope for the survival of the
y A Yhuriia8 species. We seeulfrange of disappointments
with love interests, aging, including physical and mental
OKIffSy3asSas I'yR Ydza Ay 3a 3
superficial creations, based on skin color, cultural,
social, and economic conditions. This book is a must
Sy (ireadl Tor all,and definitely to be included as required
reading in courses of culture, gender, multiculturalism,

and immigration.
AT

£ }‘é‘u"f"tfzﬁ\” %dzu“a%’Ez ‘ QéerSS"' j B%hsea 5 20KO

bl KI f @siarelLdfadable universally, especially in
the pandemic, several examples come to mind. In
G2 KFi KFLWSYSR G2 GKSAN /
objects in ways that we never would have imagined,
occurring all too frequently in this scourge of our
lifetime, the coronavirus. Nahal depicts the clothes of
the deceased as no longer living, breathing, never again
SYsNI LAY GKSANI 26y SNEX
what is no longer possible.

o
N

dz

Ly y230KSNJ LINP&S LRSYZ ULIYQZGLU
iz o8 I\Iaha“[vai'llﬁsKothackIlveswhlchnotlongKSI i8R

LINEdA G 2F aSEdz Ph O Y
ago actually mattered to loved ones before they Wereloth holding2 y G2 KSNJ oF 0853 ¢ A

snuffed out, thoughtlessly, cruelly. Their names
humans choosing maternal instinct over the sometime
Castile, Floyd, Garner, Blake, Brown, Rice, Bland, Gra}Y Network & Formerly Director,
llowness of overcharged human sexuality.

Martin, Arbery, Taylor, Till, roll from her pem fiapid, Preparing FutureFaculty Program,
seemingly endless horror as do their untimely deaths. 5 | v} 3¢t 2 G K LJdzf t SR KAY I-ﬂoyﬁrd U@lgerswg\@fh@gpog P88 ¢ kS A0 dR

1ySeéz Al o6& 2yte (2 06S Fo2ddi O2yaARSNIGAZ2YZ (2RI &d¢
Poetry corner

n|ca.t| sultant
Founder Scotton %ommunlcatlons

Mukti ¢ The Release

by Anjana Sen
They burst through the clouds, high on life, Y Sa3xQ KS NBLX ASaxX Wodz
The dashing brigadier and his beautiful wife. {KS G6KAALISNB oF Ol |yR
A cheer goes up from the gathered crowds, odzi Al ¢l a G22 az2z2ys f:
w2 S 02YS>ZQ (KS& ONEZI Wy Theygaze down together and saw me writing this.
Beaming with joy, he shows her around, W{ESt 0SS FAYyS &2dz {y26:2
this peaceful Haven they both have found. l'YR a4KSQa F2dzyR I {GNRO!
Family and friends long gone from earth, | SNJ g2NRa& ogAff fglea
come up to them, almost skipping with mirth. You are right, my loves, come tomorrow,
WLa AdG Ff gl asks hblding8ntdihisA & LQf t KSFfX LQff RIyOS:
hand. So, rest easy now, Mukti will be mine!

| SQR I NNA PSR (¢62 Y2yiKa
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Porous Borders
by Anjana Sen

6t May 2020 A little compassion would go a long way to théndia has vaccinated 160 milliqueople till date.
W 2dz FyR @2dzNJ O2y & LJA NI 2B bobsktBeredalSat thefillioh strahé BaRIDRTha iS lyakh thedpapulation of USA and two and a half
knowing well how anxious he already waglgktor volunteers. How can a system collapse when nottemes that of the UK. And still, that remains only
himself, he had lost both parents to the virus in theingle doctor has quit his post? Or a nurse fled froti8% of the people.
last few weeks. And his wife had now testedhers? Every hospital in the country continues ténother fact which has been left ignored is that 66
positive. My cousin needed to rant, so | let him.  stand, albeit shakily, and fight as hard as they canmillion doses of the vaccine were sent from India to
W 2dz KIS y2 ARSI 6KI {FoiitkiSisadrh 3 Ko 2 dzZNB | NB  dzlothdi @alnifles, of which, 11 million doses were in
KS alFAR® We¢KSe KI @S Lid&hé yond, ghe dbly, yhe idmir@SsRyvy 2the rictié ®rinid free aid to the less privileged nations.
national news, they are now the world leaders ofhe poor, everyone is doing something, anything Whilst it is easy to criticise, let us appreciate the
Space Technology and Biological Warfare. Did ythey can to help. Well organised and networkednonstrous scale of the operation and the supply
not see those disgusting images posted by thgroups have sprung up overnight as atgauide chain. And the tremendous resilience of the nation
Chinese Central Political and Legal Affaifer hospitals with beds, oxygen, or medicine. Thege even think at this scale.

/| 2YYAaaArAz2yKQ groups, nostly comprising very young people, havéeople continue to pour in.
Y, Sazr L KIF@SZIQ L Ydzi ( & tNBeiiest madbpower Iydtema Thas& orkiagditte T B8cyéars agd, the world news was headlined by
something more palatable. computers (or phones), updating information by thehe Rohingya Muslims fleeing from Burma (or

Those images, continued to do the rounds oeecond, those out on their cars, bikes or even odMyanmar). Where do you think they ended up?
social media. Originally posted by an employee @&ot who source the supplies relentlessly, and thBangladesh could not accommodate them, so they
the above mentioned CCPLAC, it had two picturéisird group whomake themselves available to theare all in India West Bengal, creeping in through
adjacent to each other. The first was a space rockgteater public with their information dissemination.porous borders, being housed and fed by the
taking off, and the second, aging cremation pyre. Would it not be nice, if the Delhi BBQovernment. Cynics might say the Chief Minister
¢KS OFLIiA2y NBLFRI Wl 24 coseSporiddnE tapped ong& af MiBse kigs ot tKeldget rumberg @ her vote bank.

K2g GKS& tA3IKG || FTANB srdetsLoy iR thé hbspitals and interviewed them? But they live to tell the tale. The tale which the

The thinking world had exploded in fury, theAnd relayed to the world ttamost people were world media chose not to tell.
thinking press had demanded an apology. The pagbod. There was hope for the future if theseyoung¢ I £ 1T Ay 3 | 62dzi L2 NRdza ©2NRSN
was subsequently taken down, but no apology hames were to inherit this earth. here has laid down strict rules for returning
beenmade to date. The reason | choose not to engage with my cousiasidents. When | returned to the UK from India last

L dza$§ GKS 42NRa& Wi K Aoydthenfrignds I(Shidietines) eveda myihkisbantiioihénth, | selfiquarantined at home, diligently for 10
deliberation. What we see on the news here in théhe neighbourly love from China, is, | believe tkis days. Going without milk for the last two days. Folk
UK, are shamefully sensational images and videot the time to point fingers. advised me to leave my phone at home and nip out
repeats from irresponsible media giants. At the media, irresponsible or not, politiciansto shops. I did not.

A surprisingly large majority of the educatedccorrupt or not, or even the public, answerable or My husband will return soon, hopefully, but
publicin India, Pakistan, Bangladesh and even Nep#&t. The worst has happened, it is what it is. Let usecause India is now in the red zone, he will need to
(with the highest per capita positive cases todayll band together and fix this wretchedness, therguarantine at a Heathrow hotel for 10 days at his
believe this to be the truth. There are reports ofvill be an infinity for posimortems, and systems own cost (1750£). The advice we hawzeived
findings of Chinese sleeper cells scattered acroséll be put in place, from wellmeaning British friends will make you
the subcontinent, poised to spread mass infection Was it not the same here in the UK last year, whesmile. They say he should travel to Sri Lanka or the
just before the elections. They ask if it was & cdhe braying and hysterical media blamed théValdives, or even Istanbul. Stay there very cheaply
incidence that the numbers began to spike just agovernment for everything? We came out of thafor ten days, and then return home to the UK to

the election rallies began? through sacrifice, discipline, and the pogily of avoid institutional quarantine. Apparently, thiis
collective clapping. India and her little brothers anevhat is happening under the noses of the
Who can deny that the people of India are equallgisters will as well. authorities who make the rules.

to blame? With their exuberant and excessive Here are some statistics to enable you to properly And that, my friends, is how borders get porous!
partying, lobbying, and worshipgin enmasse, grasp the size of the operation necessary in India.
after politicians declared, rather prematurely, that(Please bear in mind that these are valid figures at
the beast had been slain? the time of writing this article, early May 202)L
The collective population of the US, Russi
However, that does not condone the worldGermany, Turkey, UK, France, Italy, Spain, Pola
YSRAI Q&4 VY2NDBAR 204aS54aRemyaniag Neihérlantlsy IG@éed Belgiim, 2okzé
cremations and lofty declaration of a collapsedRepublic, Portugal, Sweden, Hungary, Switzerlar} Scotland (Glasgow) in 2000.
system. Were similar imagebeing shown of massBulgaria, and Denmark 1053 million. Add to that L She has beenwriting in
burials in the US when the numbers had peaketie population of the smaller countries in Europe€arnest over the last three yearsShe isa
there last year? Were fingers pointed in blame anglus Brazil and Argentina, and you add up to 1369ember of the Scottish Association of Writers,
accusation at Italy and Brazil when they weranillion. and also the Secretary for Eastwood Writers
struggling? Thus, we arrive at the population of India, estimated
between 1360 to 1380 million.

= Anjana Sen spent her
childhood years, all over
India, and later travelled the

world before WaSGGt Ay3IQ )
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¢Cd WEYFTANIYlIYQa 222RSY [ 26
A Reflection of Music and Life

6 F1&KYA YIyylyQa GNryatlridazy FTNRBY G(GKS
Reviewedby Mini Nanda

T. Janakiraman an eminent Tamil writer belongs to thigoor of the skin of a dappled deer, is a metaphooné The novel is aildungsroman Gopali, Pattabhi, the

Manikkodi group of writers who laid the foundation ofchasing a mirage or entangled in a deep forest. alluringly beautiful Maragadham and Bruce each serve
modernism by planting the seeds of new ideas, intricate as a catalyst of clmye, with their resounding questien
plots, subtle narrative strategies and nuancedanakiraman changes the typography to italics fagf2 K § R2 &2dz 6l yiéK . NAYyIAYy3I |

characterization. Janakiraman wrote twelve vess, ! YY I YA Qa AYydSNRA2NI Y2y 2t 2@Higeh Amntad GdbsSa\dB yelnyold wenfarst ®ildIgreyl A 2 v &
plays, travelogues and short stories. He won the Sahitad writes of a very strong female protagonist withouhair appearing 48 years old and an ancient head

Akademi award in 1979 for his short story collectiofiancor or judgment. He leaves it to his deas to reflect  teeming with observations which is 78 years old. Bruce

Sakthi VaithiyamHe was born near Thanjavur ont1g on the guile, intrigue, pain and passion of Ammanhad concluded tht there were only two types of people

June, 1921. His novéllarappacu in Tamil was in the world, the educated and the ignorant, the
published in 1975; the translated novisl published in educated leaders were the real exploiters, worried
his centenary yeaR021- is a timeless landmark. a4 about their guns and bombs turning into scrap. In
g A adolescence Ammani had seen her Marx spouting
Thi Jazas Janakiraman is fondly called wrote on varie T. Janakiraman friends, holding fot on poverty and the corrupt
themes, the reach of his works is extensive witt system, only to fly back to their families, prosperous

Russian and Chinese. Writing atrdnslations are
sustained acts and profoundly solitary they are als
spaces of freedom and creation.

translations in Hindi, English, Kannada, Malayalar \\'()( )I )I‘:‘\' (:( )\\ matrimonial alliances and inheritance.

The narrative unfolds the spectacle of the dead,

discarded cow, swarming with flies at the edge of the

street, avoided by all. Theedd cow had once provided

calves and life sustaining milk, is now an anathema.

Ammani turns her gaze inward and reflects on her

journey, her travels and lovers. The conviction of

Pattabhi, his rock solid support and love for her,

al N} 3F RKFYQ& AjyzA 8B o RABNWT & D2 LI

208N dNB&E gAdGK F aAyLt Sz aL Y
£% WHSrAfeéomyoOT KSNJ K2dza$ 4AGK

admirers, the weave of kanjeevarams and the glitter of

jewelry, all appear worthless and mock her out of her
2y é@thsidcdncy. Bee the outer world dissolves, Ammani

confronts the truth in the mirror.

Lakshmi Kannan a novelist and poet of eminence
both Tamil and English; keeps the natural flow an
cadence of Carnatic music. Gregory Rabassa has ¢
that translation is a Sisyphean process, after 1979 fir
draft of translation; Kannan completes the seconc
translation as a centenary homage. The prdiiansin
NI yatlridazy 02YSa FNRBY |
translator ferries across unchartered wase a precious
unknown work and makes it accessible. Kanna
NBONBFGSa G(KS | dzi K2 NR&
viewpoint, the rhetoric and tone with easy felicity.

The cover is a piece of art by designer Pinaki De, witt 1 NBYFNJFofS y2@St O02Y8a +EtAQD

Gramophone spouting wood roses and the Veena; ¢ Translated from the original Tamil by evocative and smooth narrative flow, to reflect on the
alluring threshold to the world of wonder within. Lakshmi Kannan hard hitting realism, the vibrancy of characterization,
Structured in two parts, part one with the sketchtbe New Delhi; Orient Blac®wan, 1979, 202Rs.575¢ the ephemeral passiorthe thrill of music programmes
Violin, deals with the life of fouyear old Ammani from and the lush landscape teeming with human foibles.

Annavasal her birthplace, to her new home in Madras. ¥ 4 SNJ D2 LJ £ AQa FANEG SYONIrOSS WHYyFTANIYFEY RStAySIHGSa
PYYEYAQa Y2y2f23dzS 06 NR Y Reddilemrhalséhsitivelli, Sirdlcatiid thehldhdgsape, Ithe NJ

ubiquitous laughter gestures to the hypocrisy aroundiiver Kaveri flowing in limpid green and the new bridg&rofessor Mini Nanda taught
whether in marriage pandals, repletgith bride and moving to the west andhe old bridge to the east, in the Dept. of English,
groom; the puffed cheekedadaswarmmusician and Should Ammani take the trodden path or cross over tbniversity of  Rajasthan,
WYi2RRE SNE AYYSNRSR Ay (i el hasdures2Ih allthér fedmichsiFRriarinea suppordalplir &gl dgiided Ph.D. and

mourners in death congregations. Ammani is a child @fmmani, testifying to an ancient bond both shareM.Phil  dissertations  on

nature, discarding clothes and wrapping herself in palReriamma cooks an elaborate meal for the two of thergliverse themes. She ; i‘
leaves; she is intelligensensitive and observant. As aand lavishes her i@ on Ammani. coordinaed, taught and y :
young girl flooded with love letters, Ammani is also a designed courses for Guelphdia and

silent witness to the spectacle of an upper caste, yourlg Part 2 with the motif of Mridangam, we meet theMinnesotalIndia Programmes; on Indian Writing in
widow caught in the trap of nine yard whitetwenty-three year Ammani as a very successful danceEnglish & in Translation. She has been invited as
shroud/saree, lying limp with tonsured head. In @erforming in India and abroad, supported by her loveresource person to Conferences in India and
moment, Ammani abjles marriage, tradition and herD2 LI t A ® ¢ KS @2dzy3 t | {1 odbroad. Be? aleds oiatergst indtulesCultuyeR 6 I NR
K2YSi2sy +a WNIyOAR o dziis®Nonuast odhe sexagenan sidgeNBendsno siFk Y G2 { ddzRASazX 22YSyQa 2 NR
straightjacket her and her aunt and unelBeriamma for music, is muscular, an excellent cook, companiohjteratures. She has recently edited a book of
and Periappa provide her a home, love and freedom. nurse and lover to Ammani. Bruce the American soldietranslated short stories for Sahitya Akademi and

a Vietnam veteran, loves Ammani as a pure soul whep-edited a book Literary Constructs of the Self.
Music brings her close to the iconic singer Gopaljifted a clear conscience to him. She is one who lives
whose mesmerisig notes captivate everyone. Ammaniunafraid on he own terms. It is only with Pattabhi that
moves to Madras for higher studies, to learn dance andmmani voices her apprehensions in letters, her
into a house provided by Gopali. Her room with the plagnguish and longing for a personal god.
of light and shadow, spattering magical patterns on the




CONFLUENCE

RememberingRadha Pant (1912003) ‘

A Pioneering scientist in more ways than one

Radha Pant was a pioneering Indian woman scientiappointment as college after college, includiigS O dzZNBNJ Ay G(GKS | yAGBSNEAG@Qa {(

who contributed conspicuously to plant, insect ansl S f K A QssiveliastRiEbNESt Stephens and Hinduhat she met and in 1946 married the emirté®rofessor

nutritional Biochemistry. At a time when the formaCollegeq refused her admission on the ground that f Palaeobotany, Divya Darshan Pant, then a young

education of girls was frowned upon and opposedas totally unprecedented! [ SOGdzNBNI Ay GKS ! yA@SNEAGE QA

wik RKIQa RSGSNXYAyFGA2Y G2 0502YS F aO0ASydArad al dhus&ane one of the first women in India to have to

overcome significant challenges, both personal aMgt RKE Q& RSEGSNYAYEFGA2Y | ypddanck hdiPrafesdiokal IReTalor@dide DEing & $obdg Y 2 4

societal. She thus became not only a scientist basweame to the fore. To galvanize her father into action, siéfe and mother. With no role maas to follow to

also internationally recognised for her contributions itpok the extraordinaé & l{ SLI 2F NB 42 MHdnseTnesd deméndirg foleX RadtTlWays credited

her chosen field. Kdzy 38NJ aGNRA]S® ¢KAA 41 & her Yudckds NIB delicdte baldn&rly cYtb hePriotidr K A Q &
ongoing anti British agitations. Though adopted in a bigho she said offered her constant support and

To Radha belongs the credit of establishing a brand neay in modern times as a powerful tool against Britighcouragement.

Department of Biochemistry in the University ahisrule by Gandhi, he had actually dug out this weapon

Allahabad and of introducing a course leading tofTaN2Y LY RAF Q& FyOASyid | AT i ndid 1 950\ Badihia vzl B rdedda EellowsiSpNJ

al ad SNRa RSHNEKereARAhAIWItB heRS TG SNNAY I A2y T wk RKI Q& Foy ihekB3itNBCoUhdil N BohddK ghdoctirél Gseardhh y O A LI £

team of scientists, undertook research in applied at University College London. Fortunately, her

and basic science. Their field of investigatio husband also received a similar Fellowship. So,

included heart disease and diet, legumes, cact together they set sail for the UK in 1954 to pursue

seeds, silkworms and plant latex and thei postdoctoral research for the next two years.

findings were published in leadingternational

22dz2NYFfad +SNE AYLRNII Upon returning to Akhabad in 1956, Radha was

in developing a simple method to extract andfiig} - eager to continue her research work and

detoxify proteins from noredible, wild "’ ] j obtained a grant from the Council for Scientific

leguminous seeds growing abundantly in variou % and Industrial Research, but she had absolutely

parts of India, is recognised as a novel an no research facilities. Describing the starkness of

outstanding contibution in combating famine in [§ iK$S ah Gdzk GAz2 y Ay ffé NJ | dzi2o

the developing world. CAIKUSNDZ akKs GNAUSaY al £t

roomst not even a shelf or rack, not to mention

The youngest of six siblings, KS Radha was born info 5 St KA Qa | Ay Rdz / 2t t S3 Sany saphigtigated mstrynRngsa lihadkng lporatgrg ndi K A & G )

NI KYAY L&8SN) Tl YAf&@ AY hédubcebled.0rRus, Hindh Eolidgeincdime thd firdOIKBSY A Yt a I yR y2 fA0NI NBHE

Kerala. Her father, Shivarama Krishna lyer, was an offigeithern India to take the revolutionaryep of enrolling B L i

in the Military Accounts Departmeérand her mother Radha as its first and only girl to study Science hay O0S +3tAYy whRKFQA RSGSNN¥AYI GA:

Subbulakshmi, was a highly intelligent thoughtermediate level with males. She persevered in bdihg research facilities over the

traditionally educated woman. The children were next two decades. Funding from the Unlversny Grants

brought up with loving care, but the rigid sociabF RKI Qa OKIF tf Sy3sSa RAR y’ YYS}‘yaﬁ’aﬂ 25 N Byqﬁ %f'\&} YS'“Pa a2 NEY {3% [§’%I

conservatism of their community regarding the female in their midst, some of her male classmatgglpEd Radha to contlnue achieving her goals

education and marriage of girls, hung over thekela heckled and bullied her. But when Radha calmihored | 3wl RKIF Q&4 NBaSFNDK 3JIFAYySR NE

RFN)] &aKFR2gd ¢Kdzad3 wl RKItRed amifbRs8ier) exckling & Nicadezsizéhone aitmitted hsMiellow ofhe Royal Chemical Society and

her senior, learned the 3 Rs at home and was marriextracurricular activities winning prizes and medals Wwas invited as a Visiting Professor for collaborative

off when barely in her early teens. debates and writing competitions, their objectionablaeseaArch by top acadgmicAbodies ig Eurgpg fand )
behavior turned into admiration. Radha not only passédY SNA OF @ ¢ KSasS Ay Of dzZRSR DSNXNI )

5SELIAGS GKSANI O2VYYdzy A ( 2iseinterrfedidde\Bxdm with 2 Bl $ha alsovstodioemizehes Institut, Wurzburg, the Institute of Science,

mother was increasingly aware of the merits of formabcond in order of merit. Next, she began her graduatibi@/le am Saales well as the Stanford Medical Centre,

female education. Being literate and open to ideas, sheHindu College and was soon awarded a BSc ded:l"@l? Alto, California.

wanted to provide formal education to her YOunG&f the highest marks in her class. She tht$iough an avid academic globetrotter, Radha remained

daughter. Radha became the first in her famisnd her distinguished herself as a topper and the first womafitached to her base in Allahabad and continued her

community- to receive such education when at the agg . e . ! . 2

of 5, she was enrolled as a boarder ah b 3y ignee graduate of Délbiniversity. acgdemlc pursuits well after her retirement from the

Mahilashram High School near Pune. A ploneer||r191936 h d to Bombay to ioin th i Ur:lversny in 1_978' In her spatene_ she wrote a book

institution, the Mahilashram established in 1896, was 1920, she moj’e 0 Bombay 1o join ‘,3 pres |g|9usd$v po_pAuIar science artlc’les for cpllgren,l(v_vasA a regular

brainchild of Maharishi Karve, who supported femalel GASNRa [/ 2tfS3S 6 KSNE cankiltutor éfiradlio talkg forNIR Bdta Radid &nd verdteO

education. Though it was difficult to be separated frofdree. Soon she also obtained a PhD in Chemistry filnglish short stories and poems.

her family at this tender age, tharrangement helped Bombay University. Radha was awarded a coveted fayf, pioneering lady has still to receive due recognition

Radha to continue her primary education undisturbeear Fellowship from BombaynWersity and during thisg )0 o0 civ tion she sared lifelong with distinction.

while her father was transferred to various cities in thenure completed pioneering research. Many grants an r seminal role and_her contribution to Biochemistry

country. LaArlrzya F2ff26SRD wl RKv!/ereah%\ﬁeV \ﬁ%rﬂrﬁeﬂly dmmenforat@d’ kfy% Do{ &

. oA N . dical Coll jtl R h F Il hi 9
Wi RKI Q4 RSAANB (2 02y ¥e 'Can z%gljem\r:% hj ?searc ellowship £ 4 ernat |gnFI lcommunity and her peers. In the 1980s, a
a

v20OKSNDA A2 NI @ [ 2y BA Y ga n(% “3 Z7!%1 ri IDF}\ gf her vital contributions to the field of

essential 3KS [ tfFa8R  KSNJ Kdz‘ngfh hnl ri uItura regarch were published by Sericologia,

violating established social norms antithetical to fema erel Lecturershlp in Blochem|stry at the UnlversltyNJ yO0SQa NBLzi SR F OFRSYAO 22 dzNJ
SRAZOF GA2Yy® | TGSNI SYNEf fqylghab@dé)y itg dyngmjc | ViggGhagsellorg Am%néi?rlfd.]kuﬁi CommissiorAfter 2001, Radha moved to

Indraprastha High School, Radha passed the High ScHddI(18971955). dzvo b @2 tAGS 4AGK KSNJ a2yQs

examination with flying colours. away in 2003.

o B The switch from metropolitan Bombay to a provinci
I 26 SOS NI desirte BKplrske Science met witfj 2 g v 61 & Kdza S H wl RK
stiff resistance. This was the early 1930s when the idg@gmopolitanism and her circle of friends. But
of females entering the field of science at Intermediai&lahabad University was in its heyday and she gradu
level was unheard of. Radha faced bittefrew accustomed to it. She became the first womal

Dr, Kusum Pant_Jbs is a Social Historian,

éh?s?al%her and?WYth ﬁ;é&rﬂ was Project

Manager for Publications & Digital Media in
[2yR2yQa /SyiNXt h¥FAOS 27
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The Pandemic and Indian Cinema
by Sunayana Panda

We havespent a year and half in a completely,
transformed world. The pandemic came out of th
blue and created havoc in the lives of those wh
own businesses. We tend to say that the travel an
hospitality businesses have been the hardest hi
but if you look closly you will notice that the
performing arts have had a difficult time too.
Musicians, singers, dancers and theatre actors ha
been forced to find other ways of earning a livin
because not all have been able to take thei
performances online.

Change is inevitable. Nothing is static and time pulls
everything forward. Cinema is a reflection of
society, soit was inevitable that Indian cinema
would change, but probably no one expected that it
would change so drastically. Not only have fiims
moved from the cinema halls to the internet but
also the content of films has changed.

The urban population of Indizas developed a taste
for ultra-realistic films, the grittier the better. These
films go into the dark spaces of the human mind.
These kinds of films have become popular with the
urban Indians. But in the small towns and among
the less educated audience tities there is still a
demand for the old style Bollywood films with
songs, dances and action. This is why some
producers in Mumbai continue to make films in the
old fashioned style.

In this ontext how has Indian cinema fared? Filn {
making requires large sums of money and larg .
groups of people. When the lockdown was
announced many shooting schedules werjI
cancelled and actors had to sit at home and wait f
work to resume. Producers had to stofhe
promotions of their films which were about to be
released. At that time everyone was convinced tha
the lockdown would last only three weeks and the ice CIO fec r ims on L i
world would go back to normal. Of course, we havi AYUSNY SO 0SOldzasS UKSeé RARyQu
all understood since then that we were completely L ~4 At the same time there are still a hundred films

mistaken. As the pandemic continued the producer“ Amitabh Bachcharstarringin "Gulabo Sitabi_ ~ which are waiting to be released in cinema halls

faced a dilemma: either they had because the producers feel that

to wait until the theaters their films were made for the big

reopened or they could release ahias e screens and tht is how they

their movies on OTT platforms. ; , should be seen. The debate

For those who are not familiar ) continues about which is better
gAGK GKA& GSN¥Y: but by now most people have
on which you can watch films, a wider reach and can bring
such as Netflix and Amazon : many more viewers. This in turn
prime. can bring more fame and

(2 L¥ I 6 KAtbriet sies | understood that the internet has
Al recognition to the actors and

directors. And the ondime
. ) ayment can be a good thing for big production
the internet he is paid only once. This being thao": Watching a film on a computer screen doe%ompanies too because if the film is not popular and

not mean that it will not be enjoyed. Many even .
case, the OTT platforms are very advantage® . fimea v (K SANI LIK2YSad © ?5"&% %“Bﬁ g few pegpie nev.sill gegover {1g

smallartfllmsandexpenmentalfllmsbecausethesedzéK GKEG 61 0OKAY 3 | + foney they have ip)e}né Ay 2y80a fAGAY3

types of films are never certain if they will get bac Arx Aad T oa S S ox N - s
the money they have invested. By going to an O NJ 2y 2ysSQa ©0SR ¥ USN Now tHat Mdsoipébpldaietindobrd forfife YrbateNS € 1 EA

platform they are assured of a certain sum which i%]:t:]blzagfmgoit: ngst::;i;r:ﬁrl,;|arxs;a:n§ng:nepart of the day it has peen a'b!essing for many to be
generally the cost of production and abto80% . ket g ?1 X : Zble to watch new films, sitting at home, on the
ticket isnot as cheap as it used to be. internet on OTT platforms by spending only a small

added to that. The big commercial production
i f fi i hem. As th
houses, on the other hand, hope that they will 9ehiready two years before the pandemic in a grouéum of money for getting access to them. As they

much more than this fixed sum if their film becomegjic . ssion with producers, film critic Anupamaay’. every cloud has a silver lining and this is a
popular, if it has a theatrical release in acinema. SP.x o | N} K} R | & 18R GKS |jP Siie [f'}\afég§ £1at oI(hle fagdeﬁlg hag Brglzlghg 88
the OTT platforms are not so interesting frae i ¢ §  F dzi d2NE 2F Ly RALY ORVEYEKE YINIYy W2KINI FyR %28l
cor.nmermal pomt ofIV|ew. for mega productlonsAkhtar' two of the top produces;, had said that Sunayana Panda is a
which have big stars in their cast. Indian cinema would go digital in a very short timeyyiter and an actress. She
They both said that the way people watched filmgivides her time between
as fast changing and going to the cinema was n@ndon and

. ; ) nger a social activity with friends and family. ZoyRondicherry in India.
anyway going to change in a drastic way. The‘[gK GFNJ At X RZ & 2réelvek to);m”a yaﬁ 2 I-r)I;{I- L 2d
pandemic only madé go faster. The way we watch . ~ A D g “ L x oA
films has changed over the years. A large number%’fK Py3Ay3 UNByRee {23 AU gha OtSEN

young urban people consider mowieatching as a pandemic had not come along most films would
solitary pleasure have moved to the OTT platforms.

After the initial dilemma and indecision many
producers decided to tease their films on the

AMAZON PRESENTS

LiQa RAFTFAOM
When a producer sells a film to an OTT platform on

Although it looks like the producers were suddenl
forced into a corner, the truth is Indian cinema waf0

5y AT UK




CONFLUENCE

Through the Poetic Lens
Alexander Shurbanov is at peace with trees

Yogesh Patel

Hence, Whe morning sunmakes them/ look
And you are on the threshold, K Iy Ra pons Iox positive outlook we can

have of what we have. However, like :
a few pages fallen at your feet, rooted in the thou¢  contemplative tree, a poised look allows us ti
that you will feed the earth, accept reality in a more philosophical mannel
But we know better’We ¢ trees and Ig/look at
each othefand one by oné(for the umpteenth
time)/silently count our leaves.

that you will grow into a tree and the words
Pl F will come back green.
Alexander Shurbanov

M St

Dendrarium

THE TEARS
In Shurbanov, words are emphatically coming ba

" . A 1
26 FN}IINFyaG GkS ( €M
How silently'the)frickle ) ¢KSNB NB y2 | YoAddaAd
R2g6y 0KS NRdzZAK 0N Artis always suggestive and he fulfils that promis
How clear those tears are — B

Scalino, ISBN 9786197043624

and, oh, how heavy. BOUGH

I: i {2 a I-' z} A T A N out my window In Shurbanov,, | have discovered calmness, poi
iKSeQ@dS 6SSy KStR isshaking in despair. and a balanced view we all must learn fron
And what is this weeping for? Before | looked up standing next to a tree and understanding thei
Such a huge tree! there was a bird there. being. What is dissimilar can often only b
2 Keg R2SayQid Al &l — - = observed or extracted in a meaningful expressio
To anyone? by a great poet with profound imagination.

There are two ways these lines play out. In bot
J L2SiQa RSaLISNIridAzy Ara ) ) )
When you read such an elusive narrative atth  cliché would have it, no one knows which way tr ~ See howlmtiaz Dharkerplays with fruits and
t$6St 2F GNBSQa YAy. windis blowing! For the last two lines; the firs ~ trees in these lines:

profoundly revealing complexity of human impression is that the poet is listening to thi

emotions, you cannot but get haunted by ite despairand his gaze is grounded. But he hears 52y Qi OoNAY3 YS YIy3:

construal. You marvel at how the poet ha bird, a change, and looks up in hope. In the othe or figs in your suitcase from Lahore,
zeroed into poetic beauty with no disictions. it implies that before this despair, when the poe she said. Bring me instead

Shurbanov has receivethe Howrary Medal  looked, the bough had a bird perched on it. No from the giant tree on the magic continent
of Sofia University, # Hristo G. Danov thatit has abandoned the tree, a song that was lif the plump jamun fruit with the bloom
National Prize for overall contributiorto is no more;leaving the tree waving its bough in of longing on the skin.

culture, and he ASKEER Award fo despair at the loss. When poems are simple a

contribution to the art of theatre His poems  welldistilled, they are less drilled, but more subtl Be sure to get there before the thieving
are as unassuming as any tree standimghie in creating layers of different perceptions ani parakeets. Under the tree spread out
forest, not bothered about us, but meaning. That is a trick to the beauty Shurbanc white sheets. Take a long stick
emphatically drawing us in  their has mastered in hjgoems. There is a contradicting and tap ata branch to surprise the fruit
contemplative presence. Over the decades, I and deceptive parallax in this poem. It creates i out of the tree. It will shower down,

has taught English literature at the Universitie own anguish. waterfall, fruitfall, on the shock of sheets
of Sofia, London, California, and Albany. Th that will turn purple with love.

leads to a surprise that he is a poeteoftreme

elegance and refinement with no weighing o
academic words in his poems; you can say
stands more like trees in his poems. As in t
2GKSNJ L2SYZ WeKS / N2
language at all and yet spoken through thei
presence and other ndéa, such as birds. In it,
he also confronts us with the humar

AVES FALL

That brings me to a conclusion ending with line
FNRBY {KdzZND|ly20Q4& )

hestnut trees are stained with rust. in which he tackles the taste in his own way:

Like the back of my hands.
he morning sun makes them These simple berries

look handsome, hold no attraction for the eyes
ore handsome than ever. but to the taste

ut we ow better. they are sweet and fragrant,
The tree eqtrees and and a tiny bit
obtains its growing plot look at each other tart on the tongue.
without a title deed. nd one by one Like an unspoken love
ko (for the umpteenth time) that has been mute too long.

How does it captivate the birds?

In BEFORE LEAVES FALL, he tackles ageing in Yogesh Pateleceived an MBE for literature
The possessive humans with greed have lai reflective manner. Rust of our life can be perceivi 2020Q His new collection of poeniBhe Rapids,
grabs, while a tree lives indifferently to suct as patina. A bark of a tree can makeiosagine a is just published by The London Magaziie.
triviality. A question remains: how much have skin of an old person. Weathered by a tree or runs Skylark Publications Uid a nomprofit
we learnt from nature and its magnanimity? man, the battering is forgotten, but the sign, the
Maybe this is the reason it speaks throug rust, remains with both. It depends on us how w
birds from its branches. It captivates them look at things in our life. Once, while training for
The poet questions but with knowledge of the management job, | remember it hammeredadnts
true answer. A question is posed to highlight G KI 4 YI yI 3SN& R2y Qi KI
to you.

Word Masalaproject to promote SA diaspora
literature. Extensively published, an award
winning poet, he has also received the
Freedom of the City of London
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https://www.thelondonmagazine.org/product/the-rapids-by-yogesh-patel/
https://www.thelondonmagazine.org/product/the-rapids-by-yogesh-patel/
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A Retired Newdersey State Prosecutor follows his artistic passion!
Astounding, hypefrealist graphite pencil art by Anthony Gartmond

Anita Nahal

For a poetincreasingly looping /g
into ekphrastic writing, and
inherently a visual learner, the ||
creative arts lead me to a [
plethora of contemplations. §
What, where, why and most §

draw that! The latter is exactly
my thought, every timeé look
at New Jersey retired (@ xunstmarmix
prosecutor nee  graphite
pencil artist, Anthony
DFNIY2YRQ&
artwork. | am mesmerized and
enthused to deliberate upon
the process and the final
product. As a child | used to =
doodle with pencil a lot

flowers, houses, lothing
designs, and my friends. 2021 MIPS BLACK HISTORY MONTH ART EXHIBIT

Naught came of it as | was

STISOur@sSt & dzNE8 gitoodi g ot B deRers: and BYRHe New Jersey Statel 1 §a DE NI Y2y RQa 62N G
UKS UFofS OFNBSNEH L gy ldodationt forwhdnd iival td\baturéBdsy2péritil strokes generating urgency in the
DENUYZ2YR® ! FUSNI SINY ANid in & 2081 'BIRK Ridioty NBrh efhiBicbiRewer, Aadd at times the light strokes give the

Political Science at Rutgers University, and later feeling of looking at an old photograph in a

a juis doctor degree from Rutgers Law Schodl, 1 Q& y2d 088y Iy St ¥EY2MNB ([TdaMF({SRe 2 dzR¥Se 2 F 2854
Gartmond established his professional legadgartmond. He has spent the last several yearslemen} of aunique ethereal dimension in 3
serving as a skilled and respected courtroorgince retirement, honing his skills. His wetkic DI NI Y2 Yy RQ& RN} gAy3axz YR
attorney and assistant prosecutor in New Jersdy @ NRA 32 NB dza | YR | Odzi Stepping it $hém being par ot the niomes s | y R
for thirty years. After retirement, he has beer'ours of drawing, meticulously ensuring scalelepicted. | am delighted to share that some of

focusing on reviving his ithood dream of depth, and emotios, and spgndipg innumerablemy poems in my _next_ volume of poetry h_ave

creating great pencil art, leading to Splendid;leepless moments perfecting his work. been written on his highly thought provoking

) S and apaling art.
outcomes with several exhibitions andwhile relatively young to the field of graphite pipaing

purchases by art connoisseurs and art lovers. art, Anthony Gartmond holds promise that wilhttps://artspaces.kunstmaitrix.com/en/exhibitio

far outstretch many. His greatest strength as he/4338149/2021mips-blackhistory-month-art-
Anthony's artwork has been successfullg | 8 82 | yR 2 KSNE lidhdey exifibit-®aRArGanthantgaimondK A & = & LI
exhibited at WBGO Jazz 83.3 in Newark, NJy R LISNES@OSNI yOS 2 RNI g 6AGK2dzi KANNE®E 1Aa
Astah's Fine Art Gallerjn Maplewood, NJ, attention to detail as seen in hands, eyeso' VSt his website at -
Moody Jones Gallery in the Philadelphia, Pavinkles, tears, and varied expressions, as wftps:/lwww.gartmondcompositions.com/about
metro area, the Montclair Art Museum inas in the play of light and shade depicting night . : : : ’
Montclair, NJ, and at the celebrated Artin The YR Y2 Ny Ay 3 Aa NBYFIN]FotSo® Lﬁﬂﬁ@g:i%@%‘é“??g RB {, Nuz L
Atrium exhibition in Morristown, NJ. His workl@M reminded 6 the mysticism in the hyper writer. and pro;essor at the
also currently appears on the online gallery df alist drawmgs. Of, Italian artist Diego F"’,IZ'O’ or - catri

the photographic impressionism found in the University of the District of

Philadelpta's renowned October Gallery. Indrawings of German artist Dirk Dzimirsky, or the Columbia, Washington DC.
addition, Gartmond has heen honored with aeveryday life found in the drawings of Scottish More on her at:

fine arts award by the Association of Black st payl Cadden. This eclectiombination https:/anitanahal.wixsite.com/anitanahal
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